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In the case of Star Wars, I’'m frustrated not
so much by the existence of alternate
versions of the movies, but by the
disappearance of the original theatrical
releases. | discussed this at length in episode
45 of the Hypercritical podcast (the topic

starts at 35:57), but here’s a summary:
Artists are often not the best stewards of
their own work. Once an artistic creation
reaches a certain level of cultural
significance, it belongs to society at large
more than it belongs to the creators—
philosophically, if not legally. Cultural
touchstones belong to all of us, and they
deserve to be treasured and preserved,

regardless of the creator’s wishes.

Video games are an odd art form in many
ways, one of which is that they’re extremely
dependent on their delivery platform. More
established kinds of art like paintings, books,

video, and audio recordings have all proven
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Video games are an odd art form in many ways, one

of which is that they’re extremely dependent on

their delivery platform. More established kinds of
art like paintings, books, video, and audio
recordings have all proven resilient to changes in
technology. The novels of Charles Dickens did not
disappear as book technology evolved. Most
filmmakers have been vigilant about preserving and
(eventually) digitizing movies that were shot on

film. (Again, Star Wars stands out as a sad
exception.) All these art forms have a clear path to




